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An Overview of Modern Korean Politics and Diplomacy
- Chaos and Searching for New Opportunities -

1-1 Scope of Timeline, Korea-Japan Treaty of Amity, August

15 Liberation

Nice to meet you guys. | am Professor Kim Jung-ho of the Department of Political Science and
Diplomacy at Inha University, and | will be teaching modern Korean politics and diplomacy.

The course | am going to teach, Politics and Diplomacy in Modern Korea, is, as the title suggests,
modern in time. Korea, called Joseon then. The history of Korean politics and diplomacy will be
the main focus of the course.

As many of you know, in order to understand the history of politics and diplomacy of South
Korea, you need to have a broad understanding of the country and the historical context.

and especially countries such as China and Japan, which have had close ties to Korea for so long.
Understanding such countries in the East Asian region, such as China and Japan, which have had
close ties to Korea for so long, is essential. The relationship with Western countries that
significantly impacted Korea before and after the modern era is also important. | would like to tell
you in advance that the rest of my lectures will also focus on such areas.

Another thing to keep in mind is that the future lectures will be centered on a major event that
played a very important role in the modern Korean politics and diplomacy. As you may know well,
it is very important to understand a certain event's background, progression, outcome,
significance and impact.

Furthermore, as you will learn, many of the events in modern Korean politics and diplomacy are
often closely related; by understanding one event along with the various events surrounding it, it
is very important to understand them from a broad perspective.
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With these principles in place, in Week 1, I'm going to focus on giving you an understanding of

the politics and diplomacy of modern Korea. Specifically, it will proceed with the temporal scope,
the spatial context, and the content of the lecture centered on key events over time, to a
summary of the entire lesson at the end. Again, in a way, the Week 1 lesson we are going
through today might be the most important for you to understand the entire subject of modern
Korean politics and diplomacy. | hope that as we go through the lecture, you will be able to
create a big picture of the overall course structure and content.

First, the temporal scope of my course, Politics and Diplomacy in modern Korea, starts from

the Treaty of Ganghwa, signed between Korea and Japan on February 3, 1876, at Ganghwado,
Korea also known as the Ganghwado Treaty, to Korea's liberation from Japanese colonization.
So, the period is about 70 years, until August 15, 1945, when the country gained independence.
First of all, my view of the 1876 the Treaty of Ganghwa as the beginning of modern Korea is
based on the fact that the Treaty of Ganghwa was the first explicit international treaty

to reflect a modern worldview in Korean political diplomacy.

Specifically, the pre-modern Korean worldview placed China at the center of the world, And then
there was the so-called Sinocentrism, which sees other countries as vassals and peripheries of
China. At the same time, there is little Sino-centrism, which sees Korea as the center of the
surroundings, excluding China, They maintained Little Sinocentrism. In other words, a China-
centric East Asian perspective And a Korean-centric, discriminatory worldview existed together in
the pre-modern period in Korea. Since there was little direct contacts with the West due to
Korea's geography, the scope of Korea's pre-modern worldview has been very limited in history.
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But what you really need to remember here is that philosophical and ideological developments

that enabled the development of a modern worldview within Korea, the so-called internal
development of modernity, continued to progress, even during the premodern period. This might
be a little difficult for some of you, but it is a great introduction to what you are going to learn in
the field of Korean political history. That is a thought of reform of Korea, specifically the Silhak
thought The development of the Silhak thought of Korea, which emphasized the inherent
equality of relationships among humans, society, and the nations, laid the groundwork for

the Enlightenment Thought-centered Gapsin Coup that we will learn about in Week 6,

and the Donghak Agrarian Movement, centered on the ideas of Donghak, which we will learn
about in Week 7, and the Korean reform movement that followed and extended into the colonial

era.

Unfortunately, such reform ideas had not been able to spread throughout Korean society, in the
midst of the turmoil caused by the penetration of Japan and Western powers into East Asia and
Korea, along with political and social systemic limitations. My view is that it has not been able to
evolve to the point where it is completely transformed national society. | hope you will have
plenty of opportunities to study such things in the future.

The reason why | chose to use the signing of the Treaty of Ganghwa as a timely starting point for
this course on modern Korean politics and diplomacy is as Article 1 of that treaty states, "Korea
shall have the same rights as Japan as a sovereign state.“ Though it was a reflection of Japan's
intentions to eliminate the Qing Dynasty's influence in Korea. And then the rest of the contents,
the contents of the treaty. Even if the contents of the treaty were unequal and unfavorable to
Korea, it was a very important step out of Korea's pre-modern worldview.

And the end of the modern era was marked by the breakout from colonial rule by imperialist
Japan from 1910 for 36 years, as the year that marked the beginning of South Korea's
transformation into a modern state.So the beginning is the Treaty of Ganghwa in 1876 and the
end is the 1945 Liberation and Independence. | hope you get the idea of the timing and scope of
the lectures. This concludes the session.

PRl L ki : @/ KEh&EHAIo1 1 MIE]

INHA UNIVERSITY \ K-ACADEMIC DIFFUSION RESEARCH CENTER




An Overview of Modern Korean Politics and Diplomacy
- Chaos and Searching for New Opportunities -

Overview of main contents (1)

Next, following the chronological scope, we will outline the main course contents for the Politics
and Diplomacy of Modern Korea course. As | mentioned earlier, in the history of modern Korean
politics and diplomacy, it is essential to understand the pre-modern nature of the country

with a broad understanding of historical trends. In particular, an understanding of countries in
the East Asian region, such as China and Japan, which have had close ties to South Korea for
many years, is essential. The relationship with Western nations, which had a huge impact on
Korea before and after the modern era.

With that in mind, in Week 2, we will start with the politics of Korea just before the opening of
the door and the nature of its traditional foreign relations. Like the subheading | have titled,
Isolation and Political Instability. Externally, Korea's foreign policy at the time was that of a closed
country. Domestic politics were in a very volatile state. To illustrate such points, we first discuss
Korea's relationship with traditional East Asian countries before the modern era, such as the
traditional Korean-Chinese relations and mutual recognition, We will also look at the relationship
and mutual recognition between Korea and Japan.

Next, about Korea's domestic and foreign policy, | will introduce the history of the penetration of
Western powers into Korea just before the opening. We will be talking about domestic political
instability represented by so-called politics by specific power group And finally, as the father of
Gojong, who was persecuted for his Catholicism during the period of politics by specific power
group representing the policies of the exclusionism of Daewongoon Lee Haeng who was the
most powerful at the time. We will discuss the blockade of Russia.
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Next, | will discuss Japan and China with which we have historically had the closest relationship.

Both countries have experienced passive opening up by Western powers ahead of Korea in
common. In order to do so, | define China's opening-up process from 1840 to 1869, the period
of the Opium Wars, as passive, conflictual door-opening. In the case of Japan, which experienced
an open door policy from 1853 to 1854 following the visit of U.S. Admiral Perry in 1858,

| defined it as a passive, peaceful open door policy. We will be diving into the background and
details of why this was possible.

Nevertheless, by suggesting that both countries have experienced an unequal opening of the
doors by Western powers, | would like to offer a chance to look at the similarities and differences
with Korea's open door policy, which we'll talk about in Week 5.

| will explain the background, process, and characteristics of the opening up of China and Japan,
respectively. We will also talk specifically about how the countries responded domestically to the
opening of their doors. & First, for China, | will explain the Yangmu Movement, which started
after the Taiping Rebellion in the mid-1860s and led to the defeat in the 1895 Sino-Japanese War.
For Japan, it was the Meiji Restoration in 1868, The idea of conquest of Korea, which was carried
out within the Meiji government until the mid-1870s, along with modern reform work after the
Meiji Restoration. The idea of conguest of Korea means "let's conquer the Korean Peninsula" or
"let's conquer Korea". We will look at the conflicts surrounding the idea of conquest of Korea.

In doing so, | will synthesize many of the political and diplomatic events that took place within
East Asian countries during the opening to the rest of the world, | hope this help you approach a
course on modern Korean politics and diplomacy as a whole. This concludes the session.
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An Overview of Modern Korean Politics and Diplomacy
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Overview of main contents (2)

From Week 2 to Week 4 lectures, we primarily looked at the process of opening up China and
Japan, which is historically relevant to the nature of Korean political diplomacy in the pre-modern
era. The lecture from Week 5 onward will be primarily on key events that played a significant role
in the unfolding of modern Korean politics and diplomacy. I've talked about this before. As | have
emphasized before, to figure out an event, it is critical to understand the context in which it
occurred, its progression, its outcome, and its significance and impacts.

Furthermore, many of the events in modern Korean politics and diplomacy you will learn in Week
5 and beyond are often closely related to each other, so it is important to understand one event
along with the various events surrounding it as a whole. In other words, we really need to see the
forest and the trees together as a whole. Specifically, in the Week 5 lesson, we will look at the
opening of Korea to the outside world, beginning with the signing of the Treaty of Ganghwa in
1876.
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First, let's look at the situation before The Treaty of Ganghwa, which Korea and France had a

battle in 1866, so called Byunginyangyo a battle between Korea and the United States over the
General Sherman, known as Sinmiyangyo. Next, we will look at the policies of Korea and Japan
at the time and the Unyangho incident that led to the signing of the Treaty of Ganghwa. You
know it as the Unyoho case, and we are going to talk about the Unyangho case. Last but not
least, each article of the Treaty of Ganghwa is very important. We will be analyzing the content
of the clauses and the political and diplomatic implications in depth.

Next, Week 6's lesson topics are the Imo Military Revolt in 1882 and the Gapsin Coup in 1884.
The Imo Military Revolt was inspired by the contradictions of the Korean government's open-door
policy, which began with the the Treaty of Ganghwa in 1876. and the old-school military, the
traditional Korean military, which opposed the infiltration of foreign Western powers in favor of
Japan. It was an old-school, the traditional military-driven civil resistance movement. Although
the Imo Military Revolt was not able to make a radical reform movement, the result was the
return to power of the Daewongoon and other conservatives. | will explain that while it resulted
in the expansion of Qing influence, it nonetheless had the value of being the first spontaneous
anti-feudal movement of the modern era.

The Week 6 lecture will also include the Gapsin Coup in 1884. The Gapsin Coup lasted for three
days. So, it is called the Three Days of Heaven, which ended in three days, but the radical
enlightenment faction announced the innovative political argument. As the reforming of political
principle announced by the radical enlightenment faction, led by Kim Ok-gyun and Park Young-
hyo. It was Korea's first modern, autonomous political transformation movement.

This historical significance, coupled with the fact that Kim Ok-gyun and others leading the charge
to change foreign affairs. In particular, they did not understand what Japan's intentions were,
and the overthrow itself was not accompanied by reform from below, such as the public
enlightenment. And it ended up being a failure, which led to the consolidation of power of the
so-called conservatives, | will also explain how Joseon's delayed modernization and subsequent
interference by both the Qing Dynasty and Japan had a further negative impact.
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Finally, if time allows, | will mention a bit on the Enlightenment Thought that underpinned the

idea of the Gapsin Coup.The Enlightenment Thought brought a wave of moderning to Korea.

In fact, as | explained earlier, the roots of the Enlightenment Thought are in the Silhak thought.
In particular, it is closely related to later the Silhak thought. The way they saw the world and that
modern worldview carried over into Enlightenment thought. Though you may find it hard to
understand, with this knowledge, you will also get a good sense of the political transformation
movement of the Reformers. This concludes the session.
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Overview of main contents (3)

The lecture for Week 7 is about the Donghak Thought and the Donghak Peasant Movement.

The reason why | am going to teach Donghak Thought and the Donghak Peasant Movement
together is that the 1894 Donghak Peasant Movement was the foundation of the national
religion of Donghak and it was the Donghak Thought, which was the philosophical and
ideological foundation. This might be hard for you to fully understand the Donghak and its whole
theories.

So for now, | am going to define Donghak as follows. | hope this definition expands your
understanding of Donghak and its ideas. Specifically, Donghak, followed by Buddhism and
Taoism, was founded by Choi Je-woo in 1860. Have you guys heard of Confucianism?

Then Buddhism and then Taoism comes.The "dong" in "Donghak" refers to the east, an ethnic
religion that is said to have been created by combining these three religions.

So Donghak is an opposite idea against to Seohak, which is Catholicism.From the first leader, Su-
un Choi Je-woo, the second leader, Choi Si-hyung, systematized the church and its doctrines.

It was followed by the third founder, Son Byung-hee. And Donghak had a major impact on the
1894 Donghak Peasant Movement, In 1905, the religion was renamed Cheondogyo and has
continued to this day.

So what is the epistemological nature of these Donghak? | will break it down into four main parts.
It is bit hard to understand, but don't think it is too difficult, just listen and we will get into that
again later when we have a chance. The first epistemic feature is the individual, all entities,
including humans. The equal value of life to that individual entity. This means that all objects,
including humans, are basically equal, and all life is worthy of respect.
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Secondly, it is not backward-looking. In Confucianism, the past ruling era, so-called the Yosoon

era in ancient China, is considered the most excellent era. It is their common perspective.
Donghak, on the other hand, has future-oriented perspective. they are not afraid to show that
the world is always changing. So, the future-oriented view of change. This forward-looking view
of change, that the future can be altered by individual effort, is the second important
epistemological feature of Donghak.

The third is an empiricist view of reality. They have an empirical view of reality. What one feels
about the experiences of him or herself can be a trigger point that can lead to the new world.
This is what we call the empiricist view of reality, in a fancy way.

The fourth, and this is probably the most practical and important part. Donghak shows the
inequality of so-called inter-familial relationships in pre-modern Korea, with the father being in
the highest position, the mother being the lowest, and the son being high. Instead of that
unequal family order, it is a view of family that treats everyone, including daughter-in-law,

as one family member with equal value. And the same goes for social order. It states that even
people who were slaves or in subordinate class should be treated equally. In that sense, they have
an egalitarian view of family and social order. Depending on the circumstances of the 1860s,
they did not deny the monarchy, At least, the most basic unit, the family relationship,and equal
order in the relationships between classes of people in society were demonstrated.

And last but not least, the Sovereign Foreign Order, as explained earlier, what we call Donghak is
the relative concept of Western philosophy and Catholicism. So, it is independent of foreign
powers or other countries' religions, We also need to learn about independent external orderers
that do not depend on others. Let me explain about this.
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Once again, the epistemological features of Donghak can be categorized as 1, 2, 3, and 4.

The first is the equal value of the dignity of life for all entities, including Japan. The second is a
futuristic view of change. The third is an empiricist view of reality. And the fourth is the equal
family social order and the independent external order.

The conclusion is that the reformist aspect of the movement and its nationalistic nature.

The Enlightenment & Self-strengthening Movement that developed in Korea in the late 19th
century and beyond. We are about to learn. The Enlightenment & Self-strengthening Movement
and the Patriotic Enlightenment. And an anti-colonial movement, a movement against
colonization. It was so influential that it led to the anti-colonial movement, which is the 3-1
Movementin 1919. | would like to evaluate that it had a significant value.

As the name Donghak Peasant Revolution suggests, the Donghak Peasant Movement in 1894
had its spiritual and organizational roots in Donghak, The leading force is the peasantry, mostly
followers of Donghak, and its nature is that of a large-scale people's movement However,
scholars in Korea and elsewhere use the various terms of Donghak Peasant Movement such as
the Donghak Nan, Donghak Peasant War or Gabo Peasant War, also known as Donghak
Revolution, Peasant War, Gabo Peasant Revolution, and Donghak Peasant Revolution,

Gabo Civil War, Gabo Peasant Revolt, and so many other names.

It is confusing, isn't it? Anyway, it is important to note that we're using these different names.
Among them, Korean historians often use the Donghak Peasant War or Gabo Peasant War,

The social scientists seem to use the term Donghak revolution mainly. The Donghak Peasant
Movement is meaningful in various ways, and it is crucial to Korea's modern political and
diplomatic history In this lecture, we will synthesize the views of these existing scholars

and define the Donghak Peasant Movement as follows. How to define it is, The Donghak Peasant
Movement was a revolutionary movement that took place in 1894 in Kobu, Jeolla Province,
Korea, led by Jeon Bong-joon when Donghak students and peasants united under the leadership
of Choi Si-hyung, Son Byung-hee, and others.
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Let me tell you once again.The Donghak Peasant Movement was a revolutionary movement that

took place in 1894 in Kobu, Jeolla Province, Korea, led by Jeon Bong-joon We can define it as a
revolutionary people's movement led by Choi Si-hyung, Son Byung-hee, and others, which united
Donghak students and peasants.

The Donghak Peasant Movement went through the first and second uprisings. They faced
challenges both internally and externally. When it is hard on the inside and hard on the outside.
While representing the suffering of the Korean people who were suffering inside and outside the
country, Through the announcement of the 12 articles of the idea of abolition of bad politics and
reform, the creation of Donghak and the future-oriented equal society pursued by Donghak.

| would like to be specific that it was a nationwide resistance movement.

And even though the Donghak Peasant Movement was suppressed by foreign powers such as
Japan and the Qing Dynasty, the result was a failed revolution that further encouraged future
Japanese and Qing intervention. | would like to mention the fact that it contributed to the
outbreak of the Sino-Japanese War. We will get back to the specifics later, but as the Donghak
Peasant Movement spread across the country, the Korean government itself did not have the
power to take control over the Donghak Peasant Movement. So, they ended up bringing in Qing
and Japan. Along the way, the most important factor that eventually led to the Sino-Japanese
War, in which Japan and Qing fought over sovereignty over Korea.

Finally, in the conclusion and evaluation section, the Donghak Peasant Movement, which has
been going on for at least the entire Joseon Dynasty, was a concentration of resistance
consciousness against feudal exploitation and internal and external crises of the ruled people
class. | want to emphasize that it is best understood as a continuum of the democratic reform
consciousness that developed within it.
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And the topic for week 8 is the Sino-Japanese War. The Sino-Japanese War began in 1894 and

ended in 1895. It was a war between the Qing Dynasty of China and Japan over sovereignty over
Korea. It was a pivotal event in understanding modern Korean political and diplomatic history as
well as East Asian political and diplomatic history.

So, to understand the Sino-Japanese War, we need to figure out the background of Korea, China,
and Japan. In terms of the need to study, let me explain the domestic situation at the time.

In particular, we will look at the process of internal turmoil in Korea after the Treaty of Ganghwa
and the decline of China's influence. We will also look at Japan's growth as it successfully
navigated the confrontation between the nationalist and civil rights factions toward domestic
reform and a realist foreign policy. Some of the contents will be hard to understand. But don't
worry too much, we will get into more details later in the lesson.

Next, | will be talking about the direct causes of the Sino-Japanese War and how it unfolded.
Early naval warfare, that is, warfare at sea. Land warfare, warfare on land. The early Japanese
victories, both at sea and on land, in 1895, Japan and the Qing Dynasty signed the Treaty of
Haguan, also known as the Shimonoseki Reinforcement Treaty. Japan broke the Qing Dynasty's
suzerainty over Korea. Having suzerainty is about controlling all the political and diplomatic
aspects of a country, even though it is not a vassal state. It is called suzerainty in the East Asian
tradition. The so-called the Treaty of Haguan, in which Japan stripped the Qing Dynasty of its
sovereignty over Korea. The process of laying the groundwork for the invasion of Korea will be
explained in the this lecture.
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The specifics of that the Treaty of Haguan, the Shimonoseki Reinforcement Treaty, as follows.

First, the Qing Dynasty recognizes Joseon as a sovereign and independent nation with full
integrity. In other words, it abolishes Joseon's tribute and protocol to the Qing Dynasty. The Qing
Dynasty recognizes Joseon as a sovereign and independent state with full integrity. After all, the
relationship between the Qing Dynasty of China and the Joseon Dynasty of Korea was one of
suzerainty. It is the first thing in the treaty that was intended to break that. And the many years
of tribute that have been its concrete manifestation, the tributes paid four times a year, three

times a year, twice a year, and abolish the various protocols.

Secondly, Yidong Peninsula in China and the Fongfu in Taiwan. Hand Fongfu over to Japan.
This is the important part of the second part of the treaty.

The third is military compensation. They had a war. So there is a military cost, and the losing side
always had to pay reparations to the winning side. And the third was that they should pay 200
million nyang, about 300 million yen, for the reparations.

The fourth is also very important. Recognizing the most favored nation treatment for Japan.
Choshi, Joongkyung, Sojoo, and Hangjoo. Choshi is Shashi in Chinese, JoongKyung is called as
Chongaing. Sojoo is Suzhou, and Hangjoo is Hangzhou. Open the four important ports, and
allow Japanese manufacturing in the areas. The treaty also recognizes the right of way for
Japanese ships to travel at will. | am going to teach you the implications of such.

And in conclusion, the Sino-Japanese War was, in my estimation, the cause of the fall for China.
For Japan, it was an important historical war that paved the way for their emergence as a
superpower. In addition, the Sino-Japanese War changed Japan's initial intentions of aggression
toward the Korean Peninsula into the invasion of mainland China.l want to emphasize that this
was an inevitable war that Japan had to fight at some point. This concludes the session.
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Overview of main contents (4)

Week 9's lesson is about the major political and diplomatic events that unfolded in Korea after
the Sino-Japanese War. Specifically, as a modern reform of the Korean government to overcome
internal and external crises. The so-called Gabo Reform, which lasted from July 1894 to February
1896. October 8, 1895, with the acquiescence of the Japanese government,

the Empress of Korea, the wife of the King and the murder of the Empress by Japanese forces,
the so-called Eulmisabyun. From February 11, 1896, to February 25, 1897, avoiding the Japanese
threat, Korean king stayed in the Russian consulate for nearly a year, which is called
Ahgwanpachon. It inherits the spirit of the Korean reform movement during the open door
period that led to the Gapsin Coup and Gabo reform. Overcoming the limitations of the previous
reforms, such as Gapsin Coup had weak public enlightenment. And national reform through
mass enlightenment was to seek to advance the nation as a whole which is modern and free
transformative movement.This lecture will be about the creation and activities of the
Independent Association, which was active from July 1896 to December 1898,
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First of all, regarding the Gabo Reform, we first look at the background of the Gabo Reform.
The details of the reforms leading to the 1st Gabo Reform, the 2nd Gabo Reform, and the 3rd
Gabo Reform will be explained. Also, as an evaluation of the Gabo Reform, in terms of the

subject, nature, and method of the reform, it can be viewed as an incremental, top-down reform
driven by government leaders. It was a nationalistic and autonomous reform in that it officially
proclaimed the end of the Qing Dynasty's suzerainty. At the same time, the Gabo reform
included the abolition of the social status system and improvements to the judicial system.

This is eventually related to the development of democracy in Korea.

Nevertheless, at the same time, the most important issue in the history of modern Korean politics
and diplomacy was specific methodology through the development of national productive forces,
such as how to develop productive capacity to achieve national development. Such methodology,
and the economic equity allocation based on it. By producing more nationally, while increasing
the overall wealth of the country and how that wealth can be shared equally among people.
Such democratic, modern legal and institutional systems. Thus, | would like to point out that all
of those were a failure to enact true reforms such as enlightening people.

So, there are two important points. One is to grow of wealth and how that wealth shall be
shared equally, and why the wealth shall be shared and how to develop the country should be
realized by the people and that is the lesson that needs to be taught. The Gabo Reform was a

failure in these areas.

Then, why it failed. | would like to point out that this is a reflection of the identity and conscious
limitations of the reformers. The people who led the reform, the Gabo Reform, were the so-
called moderate reformers. They were the leaders who were with status with stability at the time.
While giving up their status, it was hard for them to achieve the democratic, modern reforms.
Those are the limitations of the Gabo Reform.
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The next lecture is about the Eulmi Incident. | would like to go over the background of the

incident first. Along with the Japanese government's implied consent, there is no publicly
documented order from the Japanese government. Since it was led by the Japanese Embassy in
Korea at the time, it means that there was tacit consent from the Japanese government.

This is an incident that violated Joseon's internal affairs, which were made with this consent.
Since, as | mentioned before, the Eulmi incident was that the Empress Myungsung, wife of
Gojong then, the king, was murdered by the Japanese.

The second is the helplessness of the Korean government in the process of handling the case.
The lethargy of not being able to cope with those incidents and the attitude of the other powers
except Japan, the so-called neutrality of those countries and their helpful attitudes toward Japan,
and their attitude of not being willing to offer any kind of help to Korea shows that there is no
independence without strength in the end. | will emphasize that this is a sobering reality within
international society.
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Then, in terms of the Korea royal refuge at the Russian legation, | will explain the background

and progress of it first. It eventually led to creating a ministry that was led by Russia-friendly
groups. Through the establishment of the so-called pro-Russian ministry, Russia's influence was
expanded. In the meantime, the great powers, other than Russia, also invaded various rights of
Korea. I'll explain what led to such a process will be lectured.

In addition, I'll also explain that due to the Korea royal refuge at the Russian legation, Japan
internally considers Russia a virtual enemy, and the process of acceleration in preparing for the
wars to come. In the process from starting with the Korea royal refuge at the Russian legation in
1896 to leading up to the Russo-Japanese War in 1905, Japan had already considered Russia a
virtual enemy and started preparing for war. In this way, the expansion of Japanese influences
that were initially sought after the Treaty of Ganghwa was stopped by the Qing Dynasty.

Japan won the war against the Qing Dynasty in 1894 and 1895. Japanese thought they would
have taken the lead again after their victory. But then Russia returned and the lead was taken
away from Russia, for Japan, Russia was once a virtual enemy with whom Japan would have to
declare the war.Japan had continued to prepare for that.

In conclusion, the Korea royal refuge at the Russian legation was a national shame event that
was a combination of Russian intentions to make up for the loss, Korean politicians at the time,
especially the incompetence of the king. The fact that the king left his palace in Korea to go and
stay at the Russian Embassy in Seoul shows incompetence of the king. It can be said that the king
showed incompetence by himself. In the end, it showeds that the Japanese-Russian hostility
would inevitably lead to the Russo-Japanese War. I'll explain such points in this lecture.
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Finally, I'm going to talk about an Association for Independence which is very important. | will

first explain the background and specific activities of the Association for Independence. The
lectures will be presented in an order that starts with an evaluation of the ideas underlying the
Association for Independence. In particular, firstly, the Association for Independence planned a
constitutional monarchy. Secondly, in an international context of competition and survival, they
set a goal to establish a state that would be independent of foreign powers. Thirdly, they planned
socio-cultural reforms to modernise the country. Fourthly, | would like to emphasize that they
advocated very innovative theories of national reform, such as agriculture, commerce, industry
and mining, railways, and tax reform, to develop national productivity.

By doing so, the Association of Independence, during the period of openness that led to the
Gapsin Coup and the Gabo Reform, inherited the characteristics of the Korean reform movement,
despite the limitations of previous reforms. | mentioned earlier that there was a lack of public
enlightenment. it was considered a very modern and autonomous transformation movement

to promote national development through public enlightenment. Secondly, unlike before, they
faced the need for public enlightenment and tried to realize it through practical movements,

but they did not reach the point of acknowledging the public as a political partner or a practical
force for transformational movements. That is the fact | would like to explain.
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What it means is that because acknowledging the need for the so-called public enlightenment,

which was the most problematic in the Gapsin Coup and the Gabo Reform, and considering the
public as subjects that needed to be enlightened were right,they published newspapers such as
the Independent Newspaper and initiated various consciousness reform campaigns. Can the
public really become partners as practitioners of political transformation? Regarding this, they did
not reach the realization that they can become a political partner. There were obviously
limitations, such as that they did not have a long enough period of time to prepare for it.
Anyway, the Association of Indepndence had seen public as a target of enlightening. Also, I am
going to explain that they did not reach to the point that they see the public as political partner.

At the same time, while the Association of Independence was very active in opposing the
encroachment of imperialist powers on national sovereignty, it was relatively passive to prepare
for the economic encroachment of Japan and others. Nevertheless, the activities of the
Association at the end of the 19th century offered important political, social and economic
alternatives for national independence and autonomy and national development in the face of
internal and external crises. | also want to emphasize that it was a national transformation
movement in that it tried to put it into practice.

So, those are the points that | am going to show you as a big picture in week one. As | will
precisely get into the details in the lectures, you don't have to think about materials being so
hard. In conclusion, the spirit of the Association of Independence was to inspire national pride
under colonial rule and become the trigger that led to the enlightenment to create the modern
public. Do you remember that the need for the so-called Enlightenment that appeared in the
Gapsin Coup could not be resolved even by the Gabo Reform. It became an important issue
through the Association of Independence, and enough people realized the methodologies.

In the end, it was an important step that could lead to the cultural movement of the colonial
period, the popular culture movement. As | have emphasized such contents several times,
Looking at the relationships among incidents, or parts of the whole and the situations of the
surrounding area around us is very important in understanding the lecture. This concludes the
session.
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The development and characteristics of modern Korean

politics and diplomacy

In the 10th week, we will explain the Russo-Japanese War fought from 1904 to 1905, which
occupies an important position in modern Korean political and diplomatic history along with the
Sino-Japanese War, and the content and significance of modern Korean political diplomacy that
developed thereafter. First, the Russo-Japanese War was a war over control of Chinese
Manchuria and the Korean Peninsula between 1904 and 1905 While defining it as an imperialist
war fought by Russia and Japan, | will explain the background and progression of the war.

As for the background on the Russo-Japanese War, the Treaty of Haguan, signed after the Qing-
Japanese War, also known as the Shimonoseki Reinforcement Treaty. In the details of the treaty,
The Triadic Intervention outbreak involved France and Germany, especially in response to Russia's
cession of the Yodong Peninsula. In response to this, Japan temporarily retreated, and the
process of strengthening Russia's influence in Manchuria and Korea proceeded. Japan, which
recognized the need for alliance diplomacy in response to Russia's aggressive intentions,

and Britain, which wanted to keep Russia's southward policy in check, led to the signing of the
Anglo-Japanese Alliance in 1902, which established practical cooperation. After a joint statement
from Russia and France in response, Russia's subsequent rejection of Japanese moderates of
Russia's refusal to the idea of exchange Manchuria with the Korean Peninsula The idea was to
exchange Manchuria with the Korean Peninsula. So the idea of exchange, in which Russia taking
control of Manchuria and Japan taking control of the Korean Peninsula, was proposed by
Japanese moderates.
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This proposal was ultimately rejected by Russia, and the hardliners within the Japanese

government decided to declare the war. The whole progress will be explained in detail.

In particular, regarding the context of the war, the content of the Anglo-Japanese Alliance was a
decisive factor in the outcome of the Russo-Japanese War. Firstly, Britain and Japan shall
recognize the independence of both Korea and the Qing Dynasty. Since Britain has a special
interest in the Qing Dynasty, and Japan has an interest in Korea, they shall take necessary
measures when their interests are infringed by other countries.

Secondly, when either Britain or Japan started a war with a third country to protect the interests
of the former, the ally shall keep the position of neutral.

Thirdly, in the above case, if the other country, or multiple countries, were to go to war against
Britain or Japan, the ally shall join and strengthen joint operations, So, we will discuss the
practical implications of the contents of the Anglo-Japanese Alliance that the peace negotiations
or termination negotiations are to be conducted by agreement between the two countries.
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Next, in the progression of the Russo-Japanese War, the battles in the Liaodung Peninsula,

Manchuria, and the Korean Peninsula were all won by Japan. Notably, the final naval battle of
the Tsusima against the Russian Baltic Fleet was won by Japan. From the Japanese perspective,
they could not afford to continue the war due to the enormous expenditure of warfare.

Russia was also struggling with domestic political instability, including the Russian Revolution.
Both sides were willing to end the war early. Following the background and progression, the first
reason for Japan's victory in the Russo-Japanese War was the military force that had been
preparing since the Triple Intervention. The second reason was the Russian military's downplaying
of Japan's military strength. The third reason was the support of Japan by superpowers such as
Britain and the United States as an achievement of the Anglo-Japanese Alliance.

In particular, between April 1904 and May 1905, about 40% of the total $400 million in loans
provided to Japan by the United Kingdom and the United States on four occasions were funded
for Japan's war expenses. Secondly, despite the declaration of strict neutrality, they actively
discouraged a third country's coal supply to Russia, the aid to Russia. Thirdly, then U.S. President
Roosevelt pledged that if Germany and France were to interfere with Japan, as they did during
the Triple Intervention, he would immediately join Japan's side. By making little mention of Korea,
I'll explain that the role of Britain and the United States was very important, including supporting
Japan.

The Russo-Japanese War was fought in Manchuria and the Korean Peninsula, the third parties
who were not parties to the war. And even though Japan kept winning, the war was
characterized by intensified diplomacy from the beginning.

For the reason, as | have mentioned, since Japan's ability to wage a prolonged war was weaker
than Russia’s, they thought it would be beneficial to compromise and gain profit. For Russia,
domestic systematic instability made it difficult to wage war. As other powers also sought to
reflect the outcome of the war to their own advantage, they did not want the war to be
prolonged or significantly escalate.
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Next, in the process and outcome of the negotiations that took place in such context, Japan's

diplomatic efforts resulted in U.S. President Roosevelt acting as a mediator. On September 5,
1905, the Treaty of Peace between Japan and Russia, also known as The Treaty of Portsmouth,
was signed. The main points of it are, first, Russia recognizes Japan's right of supremacy and
protection over Korea. Second, Russia withdraws from Manchuria and recognizes the territorial
integrity and openness of the Qing Dynasty. Third, Russia cedes the ownership and operation of
China's Kwantung Province and the Changchun-Yushun Railway to Japan, with the consent of
the Qing Dynasty. Fourth, Russia cedes Sakhalin, which lies below 50 degrees north latitude, to
Japan. | also point out that it was entirely in Japan's favor.

Finally, the significance of the Russo-Japanese War is that, firstly, it was an opportunity for Japan
to enter the continent and got firmly recognized its dominance over the Korean Peninsula.

After that, it led to the colonization of Korea and the semi-colonization of China. Secondly, for
Britain and the United States, the basic objective of stopping Russia's southward policy was
achieved. Thirdly, for Russia, the defeat of the Russo-Japanese War boosted internal
contradictions. Fourthly, the consequences of a Japanese victory eventually led to increased
nationalism in the Asian powers. | would like to point out that it heightened a sense of nationalist
resistance to the aggression of Western powers in China, the Philippines, Vietnam, Indonesia, etc.
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Following the Russo-Japanese War, Week 10 covers the content and significance of the various

forms of the Patriotic Enlightenment and colonial independence movements that proceeded for
the next 36 years under the Japanese colonial rule of Korea after the stripping of diplomatic
rights by Japan in 1905 and the loss of sovereignty in 1910. In doing so, | suggest what were the
motivations of the Koreans that led to their liberation from Japanese colonization.

Firstly, considering the Patriotic Enlightenment movement, progressed by the enlightenment and
self-strengthening group between 1905 and 1910, it was to restore national sovereignty
centered on patriotic enlightenment activists and patriotic enlightenment organisations, and the
people voluntarily involved. | would like to explain that in a situation where Japan's usurpation on
Korea's sovereignty was accelerating, the general intellectuals and the public have awakened to
the need to achieve self-reliant independence and national development by developing their
own strength and capabilities rather than relying on other powers.

Next, the major movements of the Patriotic Enlightenment are, first, the Saving Country
Movement through new education. Second, the Enlightenment Movement through the press.
Third, the Self-improvement Movement through the promotion of national industry. Fourth, the
National Debt Redemption Movement to achieve independence by paying off the national debt
to Japan. Fifth, the New Culture and New Literature Movement, which aimed to inspire
patriotism and increase national pride. Sixth, a movement to promotion of national education to
foster a sense of nationhood, Seventh, a movement to create a national religion that unites
religious communities. And finally, eighth, the movement for the creation of independent military
bases abroad as a basis for armed struggle.
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Specifically, for the Saving Country Movement through new education, I'll explain the

establishment of schools centered on patriotic enlightenment activists and Daehanjaganghoe,
Sinminhoe, etc. I'll give a lecture on the implementation of campaigns for implementation of the
compulsory education system, the establishment of over 3,000 schools nationwide,

and the implementation of modern education through teacher training. The Enlightenment
Movements through the press had developed centered on newspapers, such as
Daehanmaeilsinbo, Hwangseongsinmun, Jegugsinmun, Mansebo, Daehanminbo, and Public
Newspapers, magazines, including "The Boys", and journals.

Next, regarding the National Industrial Promotion Movement, I'll introduce voluntary national
capital-building activities, such as the establishment of various modern companies, Korean
Chambers of Commerce and economic research organisations, and unemployment promotion
organisations. As for the National Debt Compensation Movement, it was held nationwide to pay
back the political loan of 13 million hwan provided by Japan to subjugate Korea with the fund
that people saved by quitting smoking, with the support of several media and the public support.
The females sold jewelry, and even cut off their hair and sold, so it was supported by a lot of
female students.

Alongside this, with new culture and literature movements centred on modern novels and songs,
the significance of the Korean Studies movement centered on Shin Chae-ho, Park Eun-sik, Jang
Ji-yeon, Joo Si-kyung, Choi Kwang-ok, Yoo Gil-joon, and Ji Seok-young, will be explored. As part
of the movement to restore sovereignty, the Cheondogyo, Hwangseong Christian Youth
Association, Daedongyo, and Dangoongyo, and their historical significance of the founding and
activities of ethnic religions will also be explored.
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Finally, as an armed training movement for the armed struggle of the reformers who led the

Patriotic Enlightenment Movement, the Shinminhoe, as a subject, set plans a step-by-step
independence struggle strategy; the first phase, the construction of the rebel base, the second
phase, the selection and relocation of the best rebel base, the third phase, the construction of
the New Korean Village, the fourth phase, the formation of a civilian organisation and cadets, the
fifth phase, the formation of a modern independent army, and the sixth phase, waging of the
Independence War. | will be teaching more about the movement to create overseas
independence bases that tried to practically exercise the plans.

In conclusion, as for the significance of the Patriotic Enlightenment Movement, firstly, the
Patriotic Enlightenment Movement was born out of the absolute crisis of Japanese imperialist
aggression in full swing, overcoming the limitations of the mass mobilisation and systemization of
previous reform movements, | would like to clarify that it has significance as a voluntary
transformation movement that tried to achieve national pride, independence, and national
development by mobilizing various methods throughout the national society.

Specifically, the Saving Country Movement through new education can be the core of the
movement from the bottom through national education and compulsory education, the
establishment of schools across the country and the training of teachers. It later became an
important foundation for the movement to restore national sovereignty during the colonial era.
The Enlightenment Movement through the press played a role in raising national consciousness
through the press, and in supporting armed resistance against Japan. | would say that it was the
basis of colonial resistance.
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Next, the Unemployment Rescue Movement and the National Debt Compensation Movement

are the forms in which the members of all sectors of society widely participated. They contributed
to the unity of the Koreans. The New Culture and New Literature Movement, the National
Studies Movement, and the Religious Movement contributed to the promotion of ethnic pride,
historical awareness and national unity of the Koreans. Such movements played an important
role in sustaining a sense of resistance during the colonial period.

Finally, the movement for the establishment of Independence Army Bases abroad had a direct
influence the March 1st Movement in 1919 and the subsequent armed struggle for
independence. It played an important role in securing internal power to help Korea to escape
from Japanese colonization.
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In Week 10, the Patriotic Enlightenment Movement followed by the Colonial Period,

from the 1910s to the 1940s, when the country was liberated. the Korean independence
movement in several methods will be explained. We will look at the movements by time period.
Firstly, in terms of time periods, in the 1910s, the independence movement was held domestically
by secret societies, while the movement was very active overseas such as areas in Manchuria and
Yantai in China.

In particular, the March 1st Movementin 1919 led to a movement to unify temporary
governments in various parts of the world. The establishment of the Provisional Government of
the Republic of Korea in Shanghai was an important outcome of the activities. Next, the 1920s
saw a split in the independence movements between socialists and nationalists. With the spread
of socialism in Korean society in the 1920s, the movements for independence were divided into
socialist and nationalist movements. Within the country, the division created the June 10th the
Hurrah Movement in 1926 and the Shinganhoiin 1927.In 1929, the Gwangju Student
Independence Movement took place. The armed independence struggle of Hong Bum-do, Kim
Jwa-jin, and others took place abroad.

And in the 1930s, a movement to defend national culture led by the Korean Language Society
developed. Kim Goo, Lee Bong-chang, and Yoon Bong-gil. People in Korea call him "Sir. Kim
Goo". Dr Lee Bong-chang, Dr Yoon Bong-gil are also known as their righteousness. In overseas,
the activities of Kim Goo, Lee Bong-Chang, Yoon Bong Gil, and other members of the Korean
Patriotic Group were prominent. Armed struggle continued in China, including Manchuria.

Finally, in the 1940s, on the brink of liberation, turning to the 1940s, Japan's defeat was
inevitable, there was this atmosphere that the end of the war was near.

In the 1940s, various groups and people prepared for liberation developed in a variety of ways.
The literary, historical, and artistic scenes from the 1910s to the 1930s, The peasant and labour
movements, especially in the 1920s, as well as the activities of the theatre and cinema,

And the boys and women's movement. There were the boy and women's movements that
emphasised women's liberation and youth rights. | will also include the implications of the
student movements that continued to have developed.
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And in the final wrap-up part of the week 10, it seeks to characterise modern Korean politics and

diplomacy as a process of chaos and the search for new opportunities. In other words, | would
like to emphasize that the chaos that Korea faced after the opening of doors, albeit during the
Japanese colonial period, along the way, the opportunity to overcome that confusion, to achieve
self-reliance and independence, was consistent.

As we have learned, the idea of modernity began to sprout in 1876, starting with the Treaty of
Ganghwa. After that, as | mentioned earlier, as various events unfolded, although there were
chaos, frustration, and invasion by Western powers, there were also efforts for self-reliance,
independence, and the efforts to build a strong nation and fundamentally change Korea.

So, perhaps the signing of the Treaty of Ganghwa in 1876 was source of confusion, but it was
also another source of opportunity. Thus, | am trying to summarize it in terms of chaos and the
search for new opportunities.

Anyway, with all of that, in the recap session, a comprehensive overview of the content of the
Politics and Diplomacy in Modern Korea course will be provided once again. This will provide
students with a broad understanding of modern Korean politics and diplomacy, | want to give
you a chance to think deeply about that and how it affects us today.

History keeps going. That is why the Korean politics and diplomacy of the modern era that

we have been learning about is, to some degree or another, very much a part of modern Korean
politics and diplomacy. Although the contents of the lecture are centred on the modern period,

| hope that you understand Korea in a deeper way, with a perspective that connects the politics
and diplomacy of Korea in modern era. Week 1 in this lecture, through the overview of the
politics and diplomacy of modern Korea | manly focus on giving students a broad understanding
of the overall flow of the lesson, followed by the detailed construction.

PRl L ki : @/ KEh&EHAIo1 1 MIE]

INHA UNIVERSITY \ K-ACADEMIC DIFFUSION RESEARCH CENTER




| have talked about so many things since week 1. You may find them bit confusing and

challenging, but week 1 is the most important part. As we go on, please keep reviewing week 1
lectures. Keep reviewing and studying them will provide much better understandings for
everything from week 2.

Week 2 lectures feature Korean politics and traditional foreign relations just before the opening
of the door. Specifically, I'll explain the traditional Korea's relationship with East Asian nations in
pre-modern era, and Korea, on the verge of opening up to the rest of the world, then known as
Joseon. Korea's domestic and foreign policy will be two sections of the lecture. From Week 2
lecture, | need you to focus more as | have just mentioned. If so, you will have better
understandings for Week 2 lectures, with reviewing the Week 1 lectures. Thank you.
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